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Welcome to the 2nd Annual Pollinator Summit of 2017!
The Day’s Schedule

This year’s summit is brought to you by the collaborative effort of the
following members of the Colorado Pollinator Network: 

Denver Botanic Gardens
 Butterfly Pavilion 

People and Pollinators Action Network (PPAN) 
The Bees Waggle

Bee Squared  

Colorado Pollinator Network was established in 2016, shortly after the first 
Pollinator Summit, with a mission to foster collaboration among its members 

within the state of Colorado. Many of you attended the First Pollinator Summit 
in June of 2016, and we are happy to see familiar faces returning to the table, 

as well as new faces joining the network.  
We hope you will take some valuable lessons home with you today, and form 

some new collaborative connections. 

8-8:20 am  Check-in and Networking

8:30-8:45 am  Welcome with Beth Conrey

8:45-9:45 am  First Keynote Speaker: Scott Hoffman Black
   Bringing Back the Pollinators: An Integrated
   Landscape Approach to Pollinator Conservation

9:45-10:15 am  Cooperative Panel: Scott Hoffman Black, Mike   
    Banovich, Senator Fenberg, Representative KC Becker
   Pollinating at the Capitol: Creating a statewide buzz   
   for pollinators using low cost solutions

10:15-10:30 am  Break

10:30-12 pm  Morning Panel Sessions

12-1 pm   Lunch and Networking

1-2 pm   Second Keynote Speaker: Dr. Linda Scott Cummings
   World travelers without the passport: review of   
	 	 	 plants	fingerprints

2-2:15 pm  Break

2:15-3:45 pm  Afternoon Panel Sessions

3:45-4:15 pm  Wrap up



Keynote Speakers and Cooperative Panelist Bios

Scott Hoffman Black is an internationally renowned conservationist who has been at the 
forefront of the pollinator conservation movement for two decades.  He is Executive Director 
of the Xerces Society, which under his leadership has become the premier invertebrate con-
servation organization in North America.

Linda Scott Cummings 
Dr. Linda Scott Cummings is President of PaleoResearch Institute, Inc., which she founded in 
1972.  She obtained both her Masters and Ph.D. from the University of Colorado after found-
ing PRI.  With a mission to make science more accessible to archaeologists and geologists, 
PRI works in both the compliance (CRM and Heritage Management) and research industries.  
Dr. Scott Cummings is an Honorary Fellow at the Center for Climatic Research at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin, Madison.  She participated in the international EARTH (Early Agriculture 
Resources and Technology Heritage) program sponsored by the European Union, which 
resulted in multiple publications in their edited volume series published by Oxbow Books.  

Representative KC Becker is Colorado House Majority Leader and State Representative for 
HD 13. She has sponsored numerous environmental protection bills in her time at the State 
House including designating CO Highway 76 as the Colorado Pollinator Highway.

State Senator Steve Fenberg, Democrat, represents Senate District 18, which includes the 
city of Boulder and surrounding mountain towns. His legislative priorities include clean ener-
gy, student debt reform, and election access. Most notably, with the passage of his bipartisan 
bill last session, he helped save thousands of clean energy jobs.

Mike Banovich is the Colorado Department of Transportation Landscape Architecture 
Section Manager of the Environmental Programs Branch, Division to Transportation Devel-
opment. Mike is a CO Professional Landscape Architect (PLA) and Certified Professional in 
Erosion and Sediment Control (CPESC) with a Bachelor Degree in Ornamental Horticulture 
from the University of Illinois.   Mike has worked for CDOT for 28 yrs with a primary focus on 
landscape and environmental project development, process improvement and research.

Key Points:  Scott Hoffman Black 
Bringing Back the Pollinators: An Integrated Landscape Approach 

to Pollinator Conservation



Key Points: Cooperative Panel
Pollinating at the Capitol: Creating a statewide buzz for pollinators using low cost 

solutions

Key Points:  Linda Scott Cummings
World	travelers	without	the	passport:	review	of	plants	fingerprints



Morning  Panelist Bios

Together We Can Do This
Phil Chuka of Waterton Canyon Solitary Bee Project holds a B.S. in Environmental Engineering, and is 
currently studying 3D design/modeling.  In 2017, Philip’s Solitary Bee Hotel project brought together 
several local organizations to design and build a structure to house solitary bees.  The completed structure 
now serves as an working educational piece on pollination located at the start of the Colorado Trail in 
Denver’s Waterton Canyon.

Amy Yarger of Butterfly Pavilion, Senior Habitat Gardens has worked in the public horticulture field 
since 1996.  She received a bachelor’s degree in ecology and evolutionary biology at the University of Cal-
ifornia, Irvine, and went on to study plant-animal interactions at the University of Michigan.  Her master’s 
thesis was centered around the effects of invasive weeds on pollinator-plant relationships.  Her work at the 
Butterfly Pavilion, where she has worked since 2000, touches on many of her passions: plants, insects, 
habitat conservation and science education.

Jamie Weiss  is the Habitat Hero Coordinator for Audubon Rockies, a regional office of The National 
Audubon Society, an organization that has championed the protection of birds and their habitat for over 
a century. She combines her science and educational background to manage the Habitat Hero program, 
which focuses on engaging community members and businesses in actively restoring natural habitat for 
birds, butterflies, pollinators and other wildlife large and small.

Pollinator Highways
Mike Banovich is the Colorado Department of Transportation Landscape Architecture Section Manager 
of the Environmental Programs Branch, Division to Transportation Development. Mike is a CO Profes-
sional Landscape Architect (PLA) and Certified Professional in Erosion and Sediment Control (CPESC) 
with a Bachelor Degree in Ornamental Horticulture from the University of Illinois.   Mike has worked 
for CDOT for 28 yrs with a primary focus on landscape and environmental project development, process 
improvement and research.

Jeff Peterson has managed the Wildlife Program for the CO Department of Transportation for the past 
15 years.  Prior to that he worked for the US Fish and Wildlife Service, the AZ Game and Fish and the CO 
Division of Wildlife.  He holds a degree in biology from Fort Lewis College in Durango.
  
Paul Nikolai is a CSU graduate, and Principal Landscape Architect with Parsons in Denver. He has 
worked in the transportation design industry for 26 years, which has taken him to as far away as Saudi Ara-
bia but also throughout the western United States working on large design-build and traditional projects 
in Texas, Utah, California, and Colorado. 

Jerry Miller of Pheasants Forever is a Colorado native who graduated from Colorado State University. He 
has spent the last 30 years in the conservation field designing and planting conservation practices across 
Northeastern Colorado. Jerry is currently the Senior Farm Bill Wildlife Biologist for Pheasants Forever 
assisting private landowners in planning and planting habitat to benefit upland birds, pollinators and other 
types of wildlife.

Bringing it Home
Sue Anderson is a community activist with a 30-year history of non-profit management experience in 
Vermont, Colorado and Washington state. Currently, she is active with the national advisory board for 
the Union of Concerned Scientists, the Open Door Fund advisory board at the Community Foundation 
serving Boulder County, the Indian Peaks Group of the Sierra Club and is co-chair of the People and 
Pollinators Action Network. She lives outside of Longmont.

Liana Street and her husband, Chad, own and operate Bees and Trees.  Bees and Trees is a small tree 
company that rescues and relocates honeybee colonies from trees and structures.  Liana is a member of 
the Longmont Coalition for People and Pollinators, as well as People and Pollinators Action Network. 

Jolon Clark was elected to the Denver City Council in 2015 and currently serves as the President Pro-
Temp. of the City Council.  Jolon has a degree in Natural Resources from Colorado State University and 
worked for 17 years as an environmental educator for The Greenway Foundation prior to his election.

David Bell Natural Resources Manager for City of Longmont for the past 18 months.  Prior to his work 
with the City, he spent 19 years working for Boulder County Parks and Open Space.  In both of these 
positions he spent a significant amount of time engaging with neighbors, citizens, and interest groups 
to help find solutions to a wide variety of challenges related to natural resource management.   David re-
ceived his B.S. in Wildlife Biology and a Masters in Resource Law Studies from the University of Denver.

Science for Everyone
Jane Crayton currently works at Colorado State University as an Extension Agent in STEAM/4-H 
Youth Development in Pueblo County. She recently received the Extension Innovation grant for $30K 
to develop youth beekeeping programs and a smart hive kit (BeeWise) for 4-H. 

Nathan Kelbe has been the Open Space Coordinator for Broomfield County for the last ten years.  He 
has been involved with the Urban Prairies Project since its inception in 2014. 

Sonya Anderson has been the Horticulture Specialist at Denver Botanic Gardens for 11 years. Areas of 
focus are wildlife gardens and Plant Select.  Her  gardens include the Birds and Bees Walk, the Darlene 
Radichel Plant Select Garden and the new Steppe Garden.



Afternoon Panelist Bios

A Little Dirt Won’t Hurt
Jessica Goldstrohm, Owner and Head Educator of The Bees Waggle, holds a Master’s in Biomedical 
Sciences from CSU and a BS in Journalism from CU.  Jessica and her husband, David, founded The 
Bees Waggle in 2015.  It is a small business with a purpose specializing in pollinator education and 
outreach to both youth and adults with an emphasis on native bees.  

Angela M Ortiz is a Colombian native who started educating herself about the concepts of Food Sys-
tems and Food Justice shortly after migrating north in 2001. Angela began working at the GrowHaus as 
a Language Service Provider in 2014 and soon after she became one of the Growhaus’ Urban Agricul-
ture Educators. 

Kirsten Bell is the Curriculum and Teacher Development Specialist for Children’s Programs at Denver 
Botanic Gardens.  She has taught science and environmental education  in a variety of formal and infor-
mal settings with all ages of children and adults.

Keeping it Open and Safe
Mikl Brawner is co-owner of Harlequin’s Gardens plant nursery which is celebrating 25 years of service 
and business. Mikl has a strong history and focus on sustainability, natives, organic plant care, soil-life 
cultivation and a love of plants and Nature. He was a board member of Bee Safe Boulder and believes 
that in order to protect pollinators, we need to grow habitat, and  we need to eliminate poisons from 
agriculture and horticulture and wean our economy away from fossil fuels.  

Corri Pfeiffenberger is the Director of Horticulture and Grounds at Denver Zoo.  She entered the 
field of Zoological Horticulture upon moving back to her native Denver from Chicago, Illinois.  In Chi-
cago, she oversaw the Rose and Dwarf Conifer Gardens at the Chicago Botanic Garden.  She received 
her BS in Plant Science from Montana State.  She has found the field of Zoological horticulture to be 
extremely challenging and fulfilling.  Zoo Horticulture is where she plans to stay!

Brian Kurzel is the National Wildlife Federation’s Executive Director of the Rocky Mountain Region.  
Brian oversees NWF’s work that aims to protect the West’s wildlife heritage, through large-scale 
conservation efforts, creating nearby nature and enhancing the connections between people and nature. 
Brian is a plant ecologist who joined NWF in 2015 after about 10 years with Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
where he oversaw a statewide, science-driven natural resource conservation effort focused on species 
and habitat protection

Using Nature’s Tools
Tyler D. Johnson is the Regional Botanist and Regional Native Plant Materials (NPM) Coordinator for 
the Rocky Mountain Region of the US Forest Service in Golden, Colorado. Tyler has a wide background 
including wildland fire suppression, research on riparian ecosystems, invasive species management, rare 
plant management, and analysis and compliance with policy. He earned both his undergraduate degree in 
Botany and Master’s degree in Forest Ecology from Northern Arizona University in Flagstaff, Arizona.   

Eric Fairlee is a Vegetation Management Coordinator for the City of Boulder Open Space and Mountain 
Parks Department where he and other staff are responsible for using integrated approaches and ecological-
ly based methods to manage invasive plant species on 45,000 acres of natural and agricultural lands.

Ed Gorman is the Small Game Manager for Colorado Parks and Wildlife.  He has been in this position 
since October of 2002, and a lifelong resident of Colorado.  In his current position, he coordinates CPW’s 
Walk-In Access Program and Pheasant Habitat Improvement Program (PHIP).  Ed is part of the team that 
developed the Corners for Conservation (C4C) Partnership, which establishes habitat for both upland 
game, grassland dependent wildlife and pollinating insects.

Nets and Microscopes
Dr. Adrian Carper is a Research Associate in the Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology at 
the University of Colorado-Boulder. His primary research focuses on how human-induced environmental 
change impacts wild bee communities and the pollination services that they provide.  He studies wild bee 
ecology at multiple scales from local to landscape, and has helped with a number of outreach and educa-
tional programs through the University of Colorado Museum of Natural History.

Dr. Seth Davis is Assistant Professor at Colorado State University in the Forest Health Lab, which focuses 
on understanding the chemical, behavioral, and microbial ecology of insects in both forest and agricultural 
ecosystems.  Research interests in the lab are broad, and current projects are centered on plant-insect in-
teractions, effects of pathogens and environmental stress on plant chemical signaling, and the development 
of new applications in ecosystem management.



Morning Panel Topics

Together We Can Do This: Restoring pollinator habitat as a community
Panelists will discuss the potential communities have to restore and preserve habitat, as 
individuals become teams to make change.

Panelists:  Phil Chuka of Waterton Canyon Solitary Bee Project
  Amy Yarger of Butterfly Pavilion, Senior Habitat Gardens 
  Jamie Weiss of the Audubon Rockies, Habitat Heroes

Pollinator Highways: Managing roadways with pollinators in mind
Panelists will discuss pollinator friendly ways to manage roadways.

Panelists:  Mike Banovich of CDOT
  Jeff Peterson of CDOT
  Paul Nikolai of CDOT 
  Jerry Miller of Pheasants Forever

Bringing it Home: Creating local change to protect pollinators
Panelists will discuss the steps to create positive change for pollinators.  

Panelists:  Sue Anderson of PPAN 
  Lianna Street of Pollinator Safe Neighborhoods 
  Jolon Clark of Denver City Council 
  David Bell of the City of Longmont

Science for Everyone: Lessons from citizen science pollinator projects
Panelists will present their projects, along with successes and challenges they face.

Panelists:   Jane Crayton of Pueblo CSU Extension: Hive Monitoring Project
     Nathan Kelbe of Broomfield Open Space: Urban Prairies Project 
     Sonya Anderson of Denver Botanic Gardens: Birds and Bees Walk  
 

Morning Panel Notes

Morning Panel Take Home Message

 Title of Panel Attending:



Afternoon Panel Topics

A Little Dirt Won’t Hurt: Connecting people to pollinators through 
school and community gardens
Panelists will discuss their approaches to connecting people back to the earth and, 
essentially, back to pollinators.

Panelists:  Jessica Goldstrohm of The Bees Waggle 
  Angela Ortiz of GrowHaus
   Kirsten Bell of Denver Botanic Gardens

Keeping it Open and Safe: Conserving landscapes for pollinating 
wildlife
Panelists will address the need for land conservation and how they are working for it.

Panelists:  Mikl Brawner of Harlequin’s Gardens 
  Corri Pfeiffenberger of  Denver Zoo 
  Brian Kurzel of National Wildlife Federation 

Using Nature’s Tools: Managing land on a large scale in a natural way
Panelists will discuss the best practices for managing land in a pollinator friendly way.

Panelists:  Tyler Johnson of US Forest Service 
  Eric Fairlee of Boulder Open Space & Mountain Parks 
  Ed Gorman of Corners for Conservation

Nets and Microscopes: Pollinator scientists discuss their findings
Panelists will discuss the latest science related to pollinators.

Panelists:  Dr. Adrian Carper of CU Museum of Natural History
  Seth Davis of Colorado State University
  Scott Hoffman Black of Xerces Society
  

Afternoon Panel Notes

Afternoon Panel Take Home Message

 Title of Panel Attending:



Notes



A Big   Thanks to All Pollinator Summit Sponsors!

	


